Bullets Section
What is known about this topic?
Over time, South Asian immigrants who settle in western countries have similar rates of cancer incidence for breast, cervical and colorectal cancers as native-born populations. Population-based breast, cervical and colorectal cancer screening is recommended for early detection. Yet, disparities in screening uptake among South Asian immigrants persist.
An understanding of the sociocultural context influencing cancer screening uptake is needed to develop effective programmes to improve cancer screening rates among South Asian immigrants.
What this paper adds?
attitudes towards cancer screening elucidated the need to consider family and holistic beliefs in the development of health-promoting messages; to increase knowledge about risk factors and cancer screening benefits; and to address health system barriers to increase screening uptake.
Public health and cancer care practitioners should involve South Asian immigrants in the development of community-based programming to address local needs with the aim of increasing screening uptake.
There is limited evidence about factors influencing uptake of (or participation in) colorectal cancer screening including gender-specific factors among South Asian immigrants.
